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Week 6 Assignment (May 4 – May 8) 

 
Before we dive into the assignment, I want to remind you of the WICOR strategies that all our AVID lessons are centered 

around. WICOR stands for Writing, Inquiry, Collaboration, Organization, and Reading. Every lesson in AVID uses one or 

more of these skills. Because we are not at school, it is a struggle to do lessons that require collaboration and it is also a 

challenge to figure out how to work on our organization while we are doing distance learning. This is why the majority of 

our lessons have been heavily focused on writing and reading. This week, we will continue to focus on writing and 

reading, but we will also incorporate our inquiry skills into the assignment. 

 

 

At Home Socratic Seminar 

 

Just like last week, we are going to have a modified version of an activity that we’ve done in class. This week, we are 

going to do a modified Socratic Seminar. Socratic Seminars rely heavily on collaboration, but since we are not together, 

we obviously cannot collaborate. Instead, we will be writing out our communication instead. There will be 6 parts to this 

assignment. Parts IV, V, and VI can be done on a piece of paper or in Word.  

 

Part I: Number the paragraphs 

Before you do anything, number the paragraphs in the article that is located on the last 2 pages of the pdf. (hint: there’s 

only 8 paragraphs) 

 

 

Part II: Read for the gist 

Read the article all the way through without marking up that pages at all. You are just trying to get an understanding of 

what the article is about the first time you read through it. 

 

 

Part III: Purposeful rereading 

After you’ve read through it once. Reread it again, put this time you get to interact with the text: 

• Underline major points or forceful statements.  

• Put an (*) in the margins to emphasize those major points.   

• Circle key words or phrases.  

• Write in the margin questions that come to mind.  

 

Part IV: Write questions about the article 

If we were going to have a Socratic Seminar in class where we discuss the article together, what questions would you 

like to ask? Try and write different levels of questions (think Costa’s Levels 1, 2, and 3). In total, you need to write 4 

different questions. (Remember: try to refer to the article when creating a question) 

 

Part V: Answer 2 of your own questions 

Clearly, we cannot sit together in a circle and discuss this article as we typically would during a Socratic Seminar. So 

instead of speaking to your classmates, you get to share your thoughts with me through writing. To do so, pick 2 of the 

questions that you created in part IV and answer them. Please use complete sentences and elaborate in your 

explanation. (Remember: it doesn’t hurt to refer back to the article when answering) 
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Part VI: Answer my questions 

During the class discussion part of a Socratic Seminar, usually I would chime in and ask my own questions that you all 

would discuss. Part VI is where this happens, but again, you get to share your thoughts via writing instead of a class 

discussion. Please answer the following questions in complete sentences and make sure to elaborate so that you are 

clearly explaining your thoughts. 

1. Paragraph 3 says “The number of computers in U.S. public schools tripled between 1995 and 2008…”. Why do 

you think there has been such a huge increase in the use of technology in the classroom during the last 25 

years? 

 

2. Paragraph 4 says that a study “found that those [school districts] that made large investments in educational 

technology showed ‘no appreciable improvements in student achievement’”. This means that research shows 

that technology isn’t actually helping students learn better. In your own experience, do you feel that using 

technology has help you better understand a topic? Please use an example from your own life to support your 

answer. 

 

 

3. Paragraph 8 says that we need to consider “the strain [of technology] on public-school budgets”. 

 

a. Do you think spending a large portion of the school district’s money on technology is worthwhile? Why 

or why not? 

 

b. If we were to decrease the amount of money our district spends on technology, what do you think the 

district should use that money for instead? 

 

 

4. Once we return it school, would you like your teachers to use technology more or less when teaching? Why? 
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